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12:30  P.M.  SHARP 
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NOTE:  Became  of  the  importance  of  The  December  Sale  / and  The 
December  Sale  II,  we  have  departed  from  our  usual  style  of  presen- 
tation. For  these  sales  we  have  prepared  two  catalogues,  consecu- 
. lively  numbered.  The  December  Sale  /,  Lots  1 - 1092  are  in  one 
I catalogue;  and  The  December  Sale  II  (The  Western  Collection}, 
‘ Lots  1093  - 1297  are  in  this  catalogue. 


Exhibition 

Lots  will  be  on  exhibition 
EACH  DAY  starting  NOVEM- 
BER 30, 1981  from  10:30  a.m.  till 
4:30  p.m.,  Monday  thru  Friday,  at 
123  West  57th  Street,  N.Y.,  thru  • 
DAY  OF  SALE.  Positively  no  lots 
will  be  shown  at  the  New  York 
Sheraton  Hotel. 


Public  Auction  Sale 

To  Be  Held  In  The 
MANHATTAN  SKYLINE  SUITES 
Of  The 
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Seventh  Avenue  at  56th  Street 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


Catalogued  and  Sold  by 


123  West  57th  Street 
New  York,  N.  Y.  10019 
Telephone  (212)  5K2-2Ailf* 
Cable  Address  "STACKOIN”  New  York 

TELEX  666125  (W.U.) 


Licensed  Auctioneers:  Bepjamin  Stack,  Harvey  Stack 
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123  West  57th  Street 
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Telephone  (212)  582-2580 
"STACKOIN”  New  York 
TELEX  666125  (W.U.) 


Licensed  Auctioneers:  Benjamin  Stack,  Harvey  Stack 


TERMS  OF  SALE 


1.  This  sale  is  a public  auction  sale  conducted  by  licensed  and  bonded  auctioneers. 

2.  All  coins  and  medals  offered  in  this  catalogue  are  guaranteed  to  be  genuine  and  as 
described. 

3.  No  Commission  will  be  charged  for  executing  Bids.  Bidders  must  pay  all 
Postage,  Express  and  Insurance  charges.  These  bids  will  be  treated  as  your  limit  for 
each  lot.  In  general,  we  start  the  bidding  on  each  lot  at  a small  advance  over  the  next 
highest  bid,  thereby  attempting  to  purchase  the  lot  as  reasonably  as  possible  for  you. 

4.  We  cannot  be  responsible  for  any  errors  in  bidding.  Please  make  certain  you 
bid  on  the  correct  lot.  When  bidding  for  items  in  the  sale,  the  bidder  whether 
bidding  in  person,  by  mail,  or  by  agent,  agrees  to  abide  by  all  the  terms  of  sale. 

5.  When  identical  bids  are  submitted,  preference  is  given  to  the  first  received.  We 
therefore  urge  you  to  mail  your  bid  sheet  early. 

6.  Coins,  Medals,  etc.,  are  sold  so  much  per  LOT,  unless  otherwise  stated.  No  lots  will 
be  broken  up. 

7.  All  claims  for  adjustments  must  be  made  in  writing  within  7 days  after  the  delivery  of 
the  goods.  All  lots  shipped  remain  the  property  of  STACK’S  until  paid  for  in  full.  It  is 
the  buyer’s  responsibility,  and  obligation,  to  have  the  lots  fully  insured  while  in  his 
possession.  Risk  of  loss  is  on  the  buyer.  No  lots  may  be  returned  without  our 
written  permission. 

8.  The  highest  bidder  shall  be  the  buyer,  and  if  any  dispute  arises  between  two  or  more 
bidders,  the  lot  in  question  shall  be  immediately  put  up  and  sold  again.  No  lots  will  be 
put  up  out  of  their  numerical  order.  The  auctioneer  reserves  the  right  to  refuse  any 
bid  he  feels  is  not  made  in  good  faith. 

9.  Unknown  bidders  must  establish  credit  references  or  deposit  25%  of  their  bids. 
Corporate  bids  must  be  accompanied  by  personal  signature.  We  cannot  accept  bids 
from  minors. 

10.  Auction  Sales  are  strictly  for  cash  and  must  be  paid  for  promptly  in  U.  S.  funds.  All 
bidders  guarantee  prompt  payment.  Personal  checks  are  acceptable  with  proper 
identification. 

11.  All  lots  delivered  in  New  York  State  are  subject  to  applicable  Sales  Tax. 

12.  ANY  LOTS  PURCHASED  BY  FLOOR  BUYERS  MAY  NOT  BE  RETURNED. 

It’s  easy  to  bid  by  mail . . . 

1.  Check  the  sale  catalogue  against  your  collection  for  lots  that  you  can 
use. 

2.  Note  the  lot  numbers,  and  the  prices  you  would  pay,  on  the  bid  sheet. 

You  will  get  them  for  less  if  competition  permits. 

3.  Mail  your  bids  early.  It  is  to  your  advantage. 

We  do  the  rest.  Your  bids  will  be  entered  in  a competitive  ‘bid  book’.  The 
highest  bid  for  any  lot  gets  it,  at  just  slightly  above  the  next  lower  bid.  In 
case  of  equal  bids,  the  first  received  takes  the  lot. 

During  the  week  following  the  sale  date,  all  your  lots  will  be  forwarded 
together  with  invoice  if  credit  has  been  established  with  us,  or  paid  for  in  full. 

You  are  completely  protected  by  our  unconditional  guarantee. 


ALL  PHOTOGRAPHS  IN  THIS  CATALOGUE  (AS  IN  ALL 
STACK’S  CATALOGUES)  ARE  OF  THE  ACTUAL  COINS  BEING  SOLD 

Copyritfht  19K1  by  Stack's  New  York  City.  All  rights  in  this  cataloK'io  arc  reserved.  No  part  of  the  contents  may  be  reproduced  or 
used  in  any  manner  whatsoever  without  the  written  permission  of  the  copyright  holder. 
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PUBLIC  AUCTION  SALE 


The  Western  Collection  of 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  DECEMBER  12,  1981 
12:30  P.M.  SHARP 
LOTS  1093  - 1297 


U.  S.  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 

1854  - 1889 

We  are  delighted  to  offer  this  complete  set  of  the  most  popular  and 
unusual  series  in  United  States  gold  coinage.  Probablg  less  than  a dozen 
times  in  the  past  50  gears  have  we  been  privileged  to  sell  a set  as 
magnificent  as  this.  Of  particular  note  are  the  15  Proofs  in  this  beautiful 
offering. 


1093  1854  A Choice  Extremely  Fine  with  considerable  mint  lustre.  Lovely  green- 

ish-yellow gold. 


VERY  RARE  1854'D’  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


Lot  No.  1094 


1094  1854'D’  The  only  year  in  which  a Three  Dollar  gold  piece  was  struck 

at  this  mint.  A strong  Very  Fine,  excellent  surfaces  and  edges. 
Really  a "perfect”  coin  with  delicate  russet  toning.  Very  nearly  in 
a class  with  the  example  we  sold  in  Auction  '81.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE) 


1095  1854'0’  Extremely  Fine.  The  variety  with  the  lightly  struck  mintmark  and  a 

thin  die  break  at  the  mintmark.  Extremely  Fine,  some  light  hairlines. 
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U.  S.  $3.00  GOLD 


Lot  No. 


1096 


1096  1855  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Full  frosty  mint  bloom,  delicate  coppery 

toning.  One  small  bagmark  on  the  reverse.  Really  a lovely  coin. 


1097  1855'S’  Extremely  Fine.  A few  scattered  circulation  marks  but  sharply 

struck  including  the  mintmark.  One  of  the  most  underrated  coins  of  the 
entire  series. 


1098  1856  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  considerable  prooflike  surface.  A remarkable 

impression.  The  slightest  friction  in  the  field  but  really  a beauty. 

1099  1856'S’  Medium  'S’.  Very  Fine,  light  coppery  toning.  By  far,  the  rarer  of  the 

two  varieties. 


1100  1856'S’  Small  'S’.  Extremely  Fine,  some  small  obverse  edge  nicks. 

1101  1857  Extremely  Fine.  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

1102  1857'S’  Extremely  Fine,  cleaned,  but  still  lustrous  in  the  devices. 


VERY  RARE  1858  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


Lot  No.  1103 

1103  1858  Proof.  Approximately  20  specimens  struck.  Lightly  impaired 

by  some  friction  in  the  field  but  over  90%  of  the  proof  surface  is 
intact.  A lovely  example,  sharply  struck  in  deep  greenish-yellow 
gold.  According  to  David  Akers’  book  on  the  subject,  only  9 or  10 
are  extant.  Very  rare,  not  only  as  a Proof  but  as  a date  as  well. 
(SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


1104  1859  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Frosty  mint  lustre  with  pale  russet 

toning.  Although  many  were  struck,  rarely  is  this  date  seen  in  choice 
condition. 
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U.  S.  $3.00  GOLD 


VERY  RARE 

1860  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


1105  1860  Gem  Brilliant  Proof.  119  specimens  struck.  A beauty  in  deep 

yellow  gold.  The  collector  should  not  be  lulled  into  thinking  that 
the  number  struck  was  the  number  released.  Many  were  melted 
down  because  they  remained  unsold.  According  to  Akers  this 
date  is  very  rare  and  has  fewer  appearances  at  auction  than  the 
1857,  1858  or  1859.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


1106  1860'S’  Very  Fine,  even  wear.  Light  coppery  toning. 


1107  1861  Extremely  Fine  but  retooled  and  buffed  in  front  of  the  face,  probably  to 

remove  scratches.  The  reverse  is  really  lovely. 


1108 


VERY  RARE 

1862  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


Lot  No.  1108 


1862  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  35  specimens  struck.  A magnificent 
two-tone  example,  virtually  in  the  gem  category.  Sharply  struck 
in  deep  yellow  gold.  A rare  and  unappreciated  date.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE) 


1109  1863  Extremely  Fine,  some  lustre  in  the  devices.  A scarce  date. 


— 5 — 


U.  S.  $3.00  GOLD 


VERY  RARE 

1864  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


No. 

1110  1864  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  50  specimens  struck.  Like  the  1862  in 

this  collection,  this  coin  virtually  is  in  the  gem  category.  A 
splendid  two-tone  specimen,  needle-sharp  in  strike.  Deep  yellow 
gold  with  a few  light  copper  stains  on  the  reverse  rim.  Really 
much  rarer  than  its  mint  record  would  suggest.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE) 


1111  1865  About  Uncirculated  and  choice  but  for  a few  light  scratches  behind  the 

head,  and  a couple  of  nicks  on  the  reverse.  Considerable  prooflike  surface, 
sharply  struck  in  deep  yellow  gold.  Rare  and  especially  so  in  this  condi- 
tion. Of  the  1,140  coined  for  circulation  only  few  are  extant,  and  a major 
portion  of  the  "frequency  of  appearance”  has  to  do  with  the  same  coin. 

VERY  RARE 

1866  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


1112  1866  Brilliant  Proof.  30  specimens  struck.  A choice  example  with 

just  some  faint  hairlines  and  a small  but  sharp  reverse  rim  nick. 
Deep  greenish-yellow  gold  with  light  coppery  tint.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE) 


1113  1867  Extremely  Fine,  slightly  prooflike  in  the  devices.  Small  reverse  rim 

nick.  A very  scarce  coin. 

1114  1868  Extremely  Fine.  Lightly  burnished  some  years  ago,  now  acquiring 

light  russet  toning. 

1115  1869  Extremely  Fine,  frosty  and  prooflike.  Usual  light  circulation  marks. 

Only  2,500  "Business  Strikes.”  A really  scarce  coin. 
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U.  S.  $3.00  GOLD 


VERY  RARE 

1870  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


1116  1870  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  35  specimens  struck.  A superb  exam- 

ple with  a few  minor  planchet  flakes  as  made.  Sharply  struck  in 
deep  yellow  gold.  A very  rare  coin  with  only  18  appearances  at 
auction  since  1943.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


No. 


1117  1871  About  Uncirculated.  Nicely  struck  in  yellow  gold  with  pale  russet 

toning.  Slightly  prooflike.  A rare  date  as  only  1,330  were  coined  includ- 
ing Proofs. 


1118  1872  About  Uncirculated  and  wholly  prooflike.  A splendid  example  of  this 

very  scarce  coin. 

RARE  1873  CLOSED  3 THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


1119  1873  Closed  3.  Extremely  Fine,  lightly  polished,  with  numerous  small 

circulation  marks.  A small  reverse  edge  dinge.  A rare  date. 

1120  1874  About  Uncirculated.  Full  frosty  mint  bloom.  A lovely  coin. 
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EXTREMELY  RARE  1875  & 1876  $3.00  GOLD 


EXTREMELY  RARE 
1875  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


1121  1875  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  20  specimens  reported  struck.  A lovely 

example  with  only  a few  hairlines.  Sharply  struck  in  deep  yellow 
gold  with  an  "aura”  about  the  head,  peculiar  to  these  later  date 
Proofs.  Since  it  is  a "Proof  Only”  date,  the  coin  is  in  great  demand 
as  its  total  population  is  only  20  or  so  specimens.  It  is  the  "key”  of 
the  collection  and  will  no  doubt  realize  a bid  in  the  $100,000.00 
range.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


VERY  RARE 

1876  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


1122  1876  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  45  specimens  struck.  A lovely  two- 

tone  specimen,  virtually  in  the  gem  category.  Light  "aura”  about 
the  head  and,  in  fact,  a twin  to  the  1875.  Like  the  1875  this  is  also 
a "Proof  Only”  date  and  is  therefore  in  great  demand.  Seldom 
does  a specimen  of  this  calibre  appear  on  the  market.  Without 
question  this  rarity  should  realize  a record  price.  (SEE  COLOR 
PLATE) 
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U.  S.  $3.00  GOLD 


VERY  RARE 

1877  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


Lot  No.  1123 


1123  1877  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  20  specimens  struck.  The  date  placed 

low  in  the  field,  distinctly  marking  it  as  a Proof.  Lovely  deep 
yellow  gold,  square  edges,  and  a two-tone  appearance.  Light 
cloudy  toning  so  typical  of  a choice  early  Proof.  A very  rare  coin 
both  as  a Proof  and  a date.  A beautiful  glittering  example  with 
very  few  appearances  at  public  auction.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


CHOICE  1878  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


Lot  No. 


1124  1878  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  wholly  prooflike.  A choice  coin  with  the 

faintest  rubbing  in  the  field,  really  magnified  by  the  mirrorlike  surface. 


SPLENDID  1879  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


Lot  No.  1125 


1125  1879  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Prooflike  surface  with  only  a few  tiny 

bagmarks.  A splendid  coin  with  delicate  coppery  toning. 
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U.  S.  $3.00  GOLD 


GEM  1880  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


Lot  No.  1126 


1126  1880  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A beautiful  example  with  rich  orange 

and  iridescent  toning.  Rare  as  only  1,000  coined  and  especially  so  in  this 
condition. 


RARE  1882  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


Lot  No.  1128 


1128  1882  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  76  specimens  struck.  Sharply  struck 

in  deep  yellow  gold.  Glittering  surfaces  with  the  "watery”  look 
that  only  Proofs  have.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 
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U.  S.  $3.00  GOLD 


Lot  No.  1129 


1129  1883  About  Uncirculated,  mostly  prooflike  with  a hint  of  frost.  A light 

scratch  behind  the  head.  Sharply  struck  in  deep  yellow  gold  with  a 
greenish  tint.  Only  900  struck  for  circulation! 


RARE  1884  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


1130 


Lot  No.  1130 

1884  Gem  Brilliant  Proof.  106  specimens  struck.  A splendid  two- 
tone  example  of  this  rare  date.  Truly  a much  underrated  Proof  in 
this  state  of  preservation  (many  are  impaired).  Beautiful  deep 
yellow  gold  with  a pale  coppery  tint.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


Lot  No.  1131 


1131  1885  About  Uncirculated.  Prooflike  surface  with  mint  frost  about  its  periph- 

ery. Deep  yellow  gold  with  greenish  overtones.  Another  of  the  low 
mintage  coins  of  the  80’s.  Only  800  struck  for  circulation. 
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U.  S.  $3.00  GOLD 


RARE  1886  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


Lot  No.  1132 


1132  1886  Brilliant  Proof.  142  specimens  struck.  A two-tone  example  with  the 

faintest  friction  in  the  field.  A splendid  example  of  this  rare  and  under- 
valued coin.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


Lot  No.  1133 

1133  1887  About  Uncirculated.  A wholly  prooflike  "First  Strike,”  some  frost 

about  the  periphery.  Deep  yellow  gold  with  a hint  of  coppery  toning. 


RARE  1888  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


Lot  No.  1134 


1134  1888  Brilliant  Proof.  291  specimens  struck.  A two-tone  example  with  but 

faint  hairlines  in  the  field.  A choice  coin  in  greenish-yellow  gold  with 
faint  cloudy  toning.  A handsome  Proof.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


RARE  1889  PROOF  THREE  DOLLAR  GOLD 


Lot  No.  1135 


1135  1889  Choice  Brilliant  Proof.  129  specimens  struck.  A superb  example,  just 

bordering  on  the  gem  category.  Deep  greenish-yellow  gold  and  a splendid 
impression.  A charming  specimen  for  the  last-year-of-issue  collector. 
(SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 
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U.  S.  FOUR  DOLLAR  GOLD 

The  Stellas  And  Their  Origins 

The  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  was  a golden  age  in  several  ways  and 
therein  lay  part  of  the  problem.  During  this  period  the  position  of  the  precious 
metals  suffered  a violent  upheaval.  As  a result  the  history  of  the  world’s  metallic 
coinages  was  revolutionized.  In  the  process  a number  of  odd  numismatic  curiosities 
P transient  appearance.  Among  these  are  found  the  now  famous 

Stella  Pattern  four  dollar  gold  pieces.  The  coins  were  a strange  denomination  and 
their  proposed  purpose  more  in  accord  with  current  American  thinking  on  interna- 
tional matters  than  with  the  world  of  the  late  1870’s. 

1 difficulty  lay  in  the  tremendous  increase  in  the  production  of  new 

fnlf  r^^rf  Russia,  Australia, 

and  California  equaled  the  entire  world  production  in  the  357  years  after  1492  The 

marked  rise  in  the  gold  supply  initially  upset  the  standard  relationship  between  gold 
and  silven  Inasmuch  as  coins  were  issued  at  ratios  fixed  by  law,  gold  became 
cheaper.  The  price  of  silver  rose  and  the  metal  became  more  valuable  as  bullion  than 
as  money.  As  a result  silver  coins  poured  into  the  melting  pot  and  the  principal 
commercial  countries  of  Europe  suffered  severe  financial  disruption. 

In  an  attempt  to  deal  with  this  problem  representatives  of  France,  Italy 
Belgium,  and  Switzerland  met  in  December  1865  to  form  the  Latin  Monetary  Union! 

e details  of  the  Union  s activities  do  not  concern  us  here.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
\ Conferences  they  slowly  moved  toward  the  adoption  of  a single  gold 

GrTa't^BUtIin^n^8^6^^L° ^^^^^ncy.  The  latter  step,  first  taken  in 
Great  Britain  in  1816,  had  already  been  adopted  in  the  United  States.  At  the  same 

ime  the  very  existence  of  the  Union  quite  naturally  gave  rise  to  the  idea  of  an 
international  currency  based  on  the  decimal  system  and  the  adoption  of  the  same 
coinage  weights  used  by  the  members  of  the  Union. 

thP  however,  another  disturbing  factor  appeared.  Silver  production  in 

the  United  States  rose  dramatically.  As  the  mines  of  Nevada  and  Colorado  poured 
forth  a silver  flood  the  price  plummeted  to  the  point  where  the  metallic  value  of  a 
silver  dollar  was  less  than  fifty  cents.  For  the  next  generation  silver  became  an 

the  Silver  Lobby,  with  considerable  success, 
strove  to  force  the  Federal  Government  to  support  silver  at  an  artificially  high 
ue.  But  the  Lobby  did  not  remain  at  home.  American  representatives  sent  to  the 
various  conferences  of  the  time  were  frequently  members  or  supporters  of  the  Lobby. 
One  of  their  aims  was  to  persuade  the  Governments  of  the  principal  commercial  and 
manufacturing  countries  to  increase  the  use  of  silver  in  coinage.  They  also  became 
enthusiastic  about  the  idea  of  an  international  decimal  currency.  Both  concepts  were 
supported  with  missionary  zeal  not  easy  to  understand  today. 

It  was  in  this  climate  that  the  enterprising  John  A.  Kasson,  U.  S.  Minister  to 
Austria  and  former  Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Coinage,  Weights  and 
Measures  invented  the  "Stella.”  His  former  job  had  interested  him  in  the  coinage 
issues  of  the  day  while  his  European  Diplomatic  post  directed  his  attention  to  the 
activities  of  the  Union.  In  1878  he  conceived  the  idea  that  a U.  S.  4 Dollar  gold  niece 
approximating  the  Austrian  8 Florin  coin  and  the  20  Franc  pieces  of  the  Union  in 
value,  would  advance  the  cause  of  international  currency  and  amity  The  fact  that 
the  Union  issues  were  worth  14(?  less  than  the  American  "approximation”  did  not 
disturb  him  If  the  matter  was  ever  to  be  adopted  the  foreign  pieces  would  have  to  be 
raised  in  value  to  equal  the  proposed  American  coin.  Kasson  probably  never  under- 
stood that  such  an  arrangement  would  simply  not  be  possible  within  the  framework 
of  the  metric  system.  Nevertheless  we  have  him  to  thank  for  the  charming  "Stella” 

X 3.1  T/Grus . 
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U.  S.  $4.00  GOLD 


U.  S.  FOUR  DOLLAR  GOLD 

1879  - 1880 


VERY  RARE 

1879  FLOWING  HAIR  STELLA 


1136  1879  Flowing  Hair.  415  specimens  struck.  A beautiful  head  of 

Liberty  facing  left  with  flowing  hair  and  a ribbon  with  a button 
inscribed  LIBERTY.  (Designed  by  C.  E.  Barber.)  Below  the  bust 
is  the  date  1879  and  surrounding  the  head  is  the  inscription 
*6*G*.3*S*.7*C*7*G*R*A*M*S*.  Reverse:  A large  five  pointed 
star  with  ONE  STELLA  400  CENTS  incused.  In  the  angles 
formed  by  the  star  are  the  mottos:  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  and 
DEO  EST  GLORIA  (GOD  IS  GLORY).  Around  the  star  is  UNIT- 
ED STATES  OF  AMERICA  and  below  is  the  denomination 
FOUR  DOL.  IO8V2  grains.  Gem  Brilliant  Proof.  Deep  yellow 
gold.  Light  cloudy  toning.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


EXTREMELY  RARE 
1879  COILED  HAIR  STELLA 


1137  1879  Coiled  Hair.  10  specimens  struck.  A beautiful  head  of  Liberty 

facing  left  with  coiled  hair  and  a ribbon  inscribed  LIBERTY. 
(Designed  by  George  T.  Morgan.)  Below  the  bust  is  the  date 
1879  and  surrounding  the  head  is  the  inscription 
*6*G*.3*S*.7*C*7*G*R*A*M*S*.  Reverse:  A large  five  pointed 
star  with  ONE  STELLA  400  CENTS  incused.  In  the  angles 
formed  by  the  star  are  the  mottos:  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  and 
DEO  EST  GLORIA  (GOD  IS  GLORY).  Around  the  star  is  UNIT- 
ED STATES  OF  AMERICA  and  below  is  the  denomination 
FOUR  DOL.  IO8V2  grains.  Gem  Brilliant  Proof.  Full  two-tone 
appearance.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 
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U.  S.  $4.00  GOLD 


VERY  RARE 

1880  FLOWING  HAIR  STELLA 


Lot  No.  1138 


1138  1880  Flowing  Hair.  15  specimens  struck.  A beautiful  head  of 

Liberty  facing  left  with  flowing  hair  and  a ribbon  with  a 
button  inscribed  LIBERTY.  (Designed  by  C.  E.  Barber.)  Below 
the  bust  is  the  date  1880  (the  only  coin  with  small  numerals) 
and  surrounding  the  head  is  the  inscription  *6*G*.3*S*. 
7*C*7*G*R*A*M*S*.  Reverse:  A large  five  pointed  star  with 
ONE  STELLA  400  CENTS  incused.  In  the  angles  formed  by  the 
star  are  the  mottos:  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  and  DEO  EST  GLO- 
RIA (GOD  IS  GLORY).  Around  the  star  is  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  and  below  is  the  denomination  FOUR  DOL.  108(/2 
grains.  Gem  Brilliant  Proof.  Light  cloudy  toning  with  a small 
reverse  copper  stain  on  the  "E”  of  ONE.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


EXTREMELY  RARE 
1880  COILED  HAIR  STELLA 


1139  1880  Coiled  Hair.  10  specimens  struck.  A beautiful  head  of  Liberty 

facing  left  with  coiled  hair  and  ribbon  inscribed 
LIBERTY.  (Designed  by  George  T.  Morgan.)  Below  the  bust  is 
the  date  1880  and  surrounding  the  head  is  the  inscription 
*6*G*.3*S*.7*C*7*G*R*A*M*S*.  Reverse:  A large  five  pointed 
star  with  ONE  STELLA  400  CENTS  incused.  In  the  angles 
formed  by  the  star  are  the  mottos:  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  and 
DEO  EST  GLORIA  (GOD  IS  GLORY).  Around  the  star  is  UNIT- 
ED STATES  OF  AMERICA  and  below  is  the  denomination 
FOUR  DOL.  108  grains.  Gem  Brilliant  Proof.  Exquisite  deep 
greenish-yellow  gold  with  some  coppery  toning  on  the  reverse. 
(SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 
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U.  S.  $10.00  GOLD 


A COMPLETE  SET  OF 
EARLY  U.  S.  EAGLES  ($10.00  GOLD) 

CAPPED  BUST  RIGHT.  SMALL  EAGLE 

1795  - 1797 


1140  1795  The  first  year  of  issue  of  U.  S.  Gold  coins.  Very  Fine,  light  even  wear. 

Formerly  mounted  on  the  edge  but  the  mounting  was  removed  expertly 
and  is  virtually  invisible. 


No. 


1141  1796  About  Uncirculated  and  wholly  prooflike.  Sharply  struck  in  deep 

yellow  gold  with  a faint  coppery  tint.  A twin  to  the  specimen  we  recently 
sold  in  our  Wayman  Collection.  Rarer  than  the  1795  in  quantity  struck; 
however,  from  the  "frequency  of  appearance”  really  much  rarer  than  the 
quantity  struck  would  indicate.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


1142  1797  Small  Eagle.  With  the  ever-present  die  crack  from  the  edge  below  the 

last  star  to  the  throat.  A strong  Very  Fine,  displaying  some  mint  frost  on 
the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  wholly  prooflike  and  certainly  gives  the 
appearance  of  a grade  better.  A lovely  coin  with  blemish-free  surfaces 
and  edges.  The  rarest  coin  of  the  Small  Eagle  type.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 
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U.  S.  $10.00  GOLD 


CAPPED  BUST  RIGHT.  HERALDIC  EAGLE 

1797  - 1804 


MINT  STATE  1797  HERALDIC  EAGLE 


1143  1797  Heraldic  Eagle.  This  with  the  ever-present  die  crack  through 

the  last  7 of  the  date.  Brilliant  Uncirculated  with  full  frosty 
mint  bloom.  Sharply  struck,  including  the  stars  on  the  reverse. 
The  eagle  with  full  breast  feathers.  One  of  the  nicest  Mint  State 
examples  we  have  ever  seen.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


VERY  RARE  1798  4 STAR  FACING  EAGLE 


Lot  No.  1144 


1144  1798/7  The  very  rare  variety  with  4 stars  right  and  9 stars  left. 

Only  900  coins  struck.  Extremely  Fine,  deep  yellow  gold,  with 
light  coppery  toning  mostly  about  its  periphery.  The  surfaces  are 
excellent  as  are  the  edges.  Just  a few  microscopic  hairlines  above 
the  head.  A perfectly  charming  coin  and  in  great  demand  as  the 
only  really  collectible  eagle  of  this  date.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 
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U.  S.  $10.00  GOLD 


EXCESSIVELY  RARE 
1798  6 STAR  FACING  EAGLE 


Lot  No.  1145 


1145  1798/7  The  excessively  rare  variety  with  6 stars  right  and  7 stars 

left.  Only  842  specimens  struck.  Extremely  Fine  and  very 
choice.  Mint  lustre  in  the  devices  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with 
nearly  full  lustre.  Some  minor  scattered  surface  marks  (mostly 
lintmarks)  and  a tiny  rim  nick  at  the  tenth  star.  Its  mint  record 
certainly  doesn’t  reflect  its  true  rarity  using  David  Akers’  excel- 
lent book  which  shows  "frequency  of  appearance.”  One  of  the 
really  great  gold  coin  rarities.  From  Rarcoa’s  section  of  Auc- 
tion '79,  lot  1295,  July  1979.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


1146  1799  Large  obverse  stars.  Very  Fine,  lightly  cleaned.  Numerous  tiny  circula- 

tion marks.  Still  a rather  attractive  coin  with  light  toning. 


SCARCE  1800  EAGLE 


Lot  No.  1147 


1147  1800  About  Uncirculated,  frosty  mint  bloom.  Nicely  struck,  especially  in  the 

central  portion.  Die  break  above  LIBERTY  extending  downward  to  final 
crumbling  on  the  rim  opposite  the  10th  and  11th  stars. 
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U.  S.  $10.00  GOLD 


1148  1801  About  Uncirculated,  sharply  struck.  The  obverse  mostly  frosty,  the 

reverse  mostly  prooflike  with  a few  light  nicks  among  the  stars  above  the 
eagle’s  head. 


1149  1803  Small  reverse  stars  as  on  earlier  issues.  About  Uncirculated,  some 

prooflike  surface.  Light  planchet  adjustment  marks.  A sharply  struck 
example  even  though  it  was  struck  from  clashed  dies. 


RARE  1804  EAGLE 


No.  1150 


1150  1804  The  last  year  of  the  large  size  eagle.  Extremely  Fine,  some  prooflike 

surface.  As  is  virtually  always  the  case,  this  date  was  struck  from 
severely  damaged  dies  resulting  in  mounding  in  the  field  and  weakness 
at  the  profile  and  a few  stars.  A rare  coin  and  overall  quite  attractive. 
(SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 
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U.  S.  $2,50,  $5.00  GOLD 


An  Outstanding  Collection  of 
20th  Century  U.  S.  Gold  Coins 


COMPLETE  SET  OF  INDIAN  HEAD  QUARTER  EAGLES 

1908  - 1929 

1151  Complete  Set  of  Indian  Head  $2.50  Gold.  1908  - 1929.  All  dates 
and  mints  as  issued.  The  191  I'D’  is  Extremely  Fine  with  a nicely 
struck  mintmark;  the  balance  of  the  set  ranges  from  Very  Fine  to 
Uncirculated  (five  are  Unc.).  Overall  the  set  averages  Extremely 
Fine.  15  pieces  mounted  in  a Incite  holder. 


U.  S.  HALF  EAGLES  ($5.00  GOLD) 

INDIAN  HEAD 
1908  - 1929 


1152  1908  About  Uncirculated.  A few  sharp  bagmarks  on  the  reverse. 


1153  1908'D’  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Usual  bagmarks,  a few  noticeable  on  the 

cheek. 


1154  1908'S’  About  Uncirculated  and  a very  choice  specimen,  lustrous  with  nice 

surfaces. 


1155  1909  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  light  bagmarks. 


1156  1909’O’  Extremely  Fine,  scattered  circulation  marks.  One  of  the  rarest  coins 

of  the  series. 
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U.  S.  $5.00  GOLD 


1157  1909'D’  About  Uncirculated,  frosty.  A small  obverse  rim  nick. 

1158  1909'S’  Extremely  Fine.  The  mintmark  boldly  struck.  Most  unusual  for  this 

coin. 


RARE  1910  PROOF  HALF  EAGLE 


1159  1910  Roman  Finish  Proof.  250  specimens  struck.  A superb  exam- 

ple, no  shiny  spots.  Deep  yellow  with  pale  orange  overtones. 
Rarer  by  far  than  its  mint  record  would  suggest.  Mounted  in  a 
suitably  inscribed  Incite  holder.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


1160  1910  About  Uncirculated,  frosty  lustre. 


1161 


No.  1161 


1910'D’  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Frosty  and  sharply  struck. 


No.  1162 


1162  1910'S’  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  As  usual,  muddily  struck.  Satiny  surface 

with  a decently  struck  mintmark. 
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U.  S.  $5.00  GOLD 


1163  1911  About  Uncirculated,  sharply  struck. 


1164  191  I'D’  Very  Fine.  Scarce. 


1165  1911'S’  About  Uncirculated,  frosty  lustre.  The  mintmark  slightly  weak. 

Scarce  in  this  condition. 


1166  1912  About  Uncirculated  and  choice. 


1167  1912'S’  About  Uncirculated,  full  mint  bloom.  A few  small  reverse  edge  nicks. 

Very  scarce. 


1168  1913  About  Uncirculated.  Beautiful  pale  orange  toning. 


1169  1913'S’  Extremely  Fine.  The  mintmark  slightly  weak.  Very  scarce. 


1170  1914  About  Uncirculated,  sharply  struck. 


1171  1914'D’  Extremely  Fine,  reverse  edge  bruise. 


1172  1914'S’  About  Uncirculated  and  very  choice.  Sharply  struck  including  the 

mintmark.  Even  the  eagle’s  wing  is  virtually  full.  Scarce. 


1173  1915  About  Uncirculated  and  choice. 


1174  1915'S’  Extremely  Fine  and  quite  scarce. 


1175  1916'S’  Extremely  Fine,  lightly  polished. 


RARE  1929  HALF  EAGLE 


1176  1929  The  last  year  of  issue.  Extremely  Fine  but  harshly  cleaned.  Still  the 

coin  gives  a presentable  appearance  and  affords  the  collector  an  opportu- 
nity to  acquire  this  rare  date  at  a modest  price. 
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U.  S.  $10.00  GOLD 


U.  S.  EAGLES  ($10.00  GOLD) 
INDIAN  HEAD.  NO  MOTTO 
1907  - 1908 


EXTREMELY  RARE 

1907  ROLLED  EDGE  WITH  PERIODS  EAGLE 


1177  1907  The  extremely  rare  variety  with  ROLLED  EDGE  AND 

PERIODS  before  and  after  each  word  on  the  reverse:  -UNITED- 
STATES-OF-AMERICA-/-TEN-DOLLARS-/-E-PLURIBUS-UN- 
UM-  This  specimen  is  Brilliant  Uncirculated  with  a surface 
which  closely  resembles  the  "Roman  Finish”  Proofs.  A superb 
specimen  with  but  one  small  reverse  edge  nick.  It  would  be 
exceedingly  difficult  to  find  a better  example.  Of  the  42  coined 
we  doubt  if  more  than  15  specimens  are  extant.  This  great 
rarity  should  elicit  spirited  bidding.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


VERY  RARE 

1907  WIRE  EDGE  WITH  PERIODS  EAGLE 


1178  1907  The  very  rare  variety  with  WIRE  EDGE  AND  PERIODS 

before  and  after  each  word  on  the  reverse:  -UNITED-STATES 
-OF-AMERICA-/-TEN-DOLLARS-/-E-PLURIBUS-UNUM.  This 
specimen  is  Brilliant  Uncirculated  with  a surface  which  closely 
resembles  the  "Roman  Finish”  Proofs.  A choice  specimen  with 
some  tiny  obverse  rim  nicks.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 
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U.  S.  $10.00  GOLD 


Lot  No.  1179 


1179  1907  No  Periods.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  In  fact,  a borderline  gem. 

Superb  delicate  toning. 

1180  1908  No  Motto.  About  Uncirculated  and  lustrous.  Scarce. 

1181  1908'D’  No  Motto.  About  Uncirculated,  cleaned,  showing  hairlines.  The  coin 

really  gives  a nice  appearance. 

INDIAN  HEAD.  MOTTO 
1908  - 1933 

1182  1908  Motto.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  full  frosty  mint  bloom.  A hairline 

scratch  on  the  face  from  the  choice  category. 

1183  1908'D’  Motto.  About  Uncirculated,  frosty,  with  light  coppery  toning. 

1184  1908'S’  Extremely  Fine  and  choice.  Sharply  struck.  Scarce. 

1185  1909  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  usual  light  bagmarks.  Sharply  struck,  with 

mint  lustre. 

1186  1909'D’  About  Uncirculated,  pale  orange  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Very 

scarce. 

1187  1909'S’  About  Uncirculated,  sharp,  frosty  and  lovely  overall.  Coppery  ton- 

ing. 

1188  1910  About  Uncirculated,  frosty  with  light  coppery  toning. 

1189  1910'D’  About  Uncirculated,  frosty. 

1190  1910'S’  Extremely  Fine,  boldly  struck.  Pale  orange  toning. 

1191  1911  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  mint  lustre  with  pale  greenish-yellow  toning. 

1192  1911'D’  Extremely  Fine.  A very  scarce  coin  with  a low  mint  record. 

1193  191 1'S’  Extremely  Fine,  some  light  edge  nicks.  Coppery  toning.  Scarce. 

1194  1912  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  mint  lustre,  some  light  bagmarks. 
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U.  S.  $10.00  GOLD 


1195  1912'S’  Extremely  Fine.  Lightly  buffed  years  ago,  now  toned  russet  and 

iridescent. 

1196  1913  About  Uncirculated  and  very  choice.  Full  frosty  mint  bloom. 

1197  1913'S’  Extremely  Fine,  usual  die  crack  near  and  into  the  date.  A lustrous 

example  of  this  rare  date. 

1198  1914  About  Uncirculated,  full  mint  bloom.  Just  a few  too  many  light 

bagmarks  to  call  it  Mint  State. 

1199  1914'D’  About  Uncirculated,  fully  lustrous,  with  delicate  russet  toning. 


1200  1914'S’  Brilliant  Uncirculated  and  a choice  example  of  this  scarce  date. 

Satiny  surface  with  a minimum  of  bagmarks.  Pale  orange  toning. 

1201  1915  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  frosty,  with  some  bagmarks.  Greenish-yellow 

gold. 


SUPERB  1915'S’  EAGLE 


Lot  No.  1202 

1202  1915'S’  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A superb  example,  greenish-yel- 

low with  a coppery  tint.  A needle-sharp  strike  including  the 
mintmark.  One  of  the  most  difficult  coins  of  the  series  to  obtain 
in  this  state  of  preservation.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


1203  1916'S’  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  light  bagmarks.  Pale  yellow  gold,  fully 

lustrous. 
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VERY  RARE  1920’S’  EAGLE 


1204  1920’S’  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Blazing  mint  lustre  with  light 

scattered  bagmarks.  A truly  magnificent  coin  and  one  of  the  very 
few  specimens  known  with  a fully  struck-up  "LIBERTY.”  As  we 
brought  out  in  our  description  of  the  Wayman  specimen,  this  date 
was  never  discovered  in  a hoard.  Therefore,  a specimen  such  as 
this  is  truly  a great  rarity.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


1205  1926  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A virtual  gem,  sharply  struck,  in  green- 

ish-yellow gold 


VERY  RARE  1930'S’  EAGLE 


1206  1930'S’  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Sharply  struck.  A few 

semi-circular  bagmarks  on  the  obverse  but  really  a pristine 
example  with  greenish-yellow  toning.  Very  rare  and  in  great 
demand.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


1207  1932  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  light  bagmarks.  Full  lustre. 
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U.  S.  $20.00  GOLD 


U.  S.  DOUBLE  EAGLES  ($20.00  GOLD) 

SAINT-GAUDENS.  ROMAN  NUMERALS.  HIGH  RELIEF 

1907 


Lot  No.  1208 

1208  1907  Roman  Numerals.  Flat  edge.  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  exqui- 

site satiny  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  including  the  edge  device.  A simply 
first-class  example  of  this  popular  rarity. 


Lot  No.  1209 


1209  1907  Roman  Numerals.  Wire  edge.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  frosty  lustre. 

A few  minor  edge  dinges.  A very  attractive  coin. 


SAINT-GAUDENS.  LOW  RELIEF.  NO  MOTTO 

1907  - 1908 

1210  1907  Arabic  Numerals.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  lovely  satiny  surface.  Deep 

yellow  gold. 

1211  1908  No  motto.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  usual  bagmarks. 

1212  1908'D’  No  motto.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  frosty  lustre.  A few  minor  copper 

stains.  Really  quite  scarce  in  Mint  State. 
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SAINT-GAUDENS.  LOW  RELIEF.  MOTTO 

1908  - 1932 

1213  1908  Motto.  About  Uncirculated,  frosty  and  choice. 

1214  1908'D’  Motto.  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  yellow  gold.  Pale  russet  toning. 

Scarce. 


1215  1908'S’  About  Uncirculated.  A lustrous  example  of  this  rare  date.  Only 

22,000  were  struck. 


1216  1909/8  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  An  attractive  example  of  this  popular  over- 

date. Deep  yellow  with  pale  coppery  toning. 

1217  1909  Perfect  date.  About  Uncirculated,  frosty  mint  lustre. 


1218  1909'D’  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  flatly  struck,  some  small  bagmarks.  A fully 

lustrous  coin  and  of  course  quite  scarce. 
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U.  S.  $20.00  GOLD 


1219  1909'S’  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  frosty  and  nicely  struck. 

1220  1910  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A trifle  more  than  its  fair  share  of  bagmarks. 

1221  1910'D’  About  Uncirculated,  light  iridescent  toning. 

1222  1910'S’  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  frosty,  with  only  light  bagmarks. 

1223  1911  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  satiny  surface.  Deep  yellow  gold  with  coppery- 

greenish  toning. 

1224  191  I'D’  About  Uncirculated,  full  frosty  lustre. 

1225  1911'S’  About  Uncirculated,  pale  russet  toning. 

1226  1912  About  Uncirculated,  fully  lustrous.  A thin  scratch  bisects  the  obverse. 

1227  1913  About  Uncirculated,  some  reverse  tarnish  streaks. 

1228  1913'D’  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Beautiful  pink  and  russet  toning. 


SCARCE  1913'S’  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


1229  1913'S’  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A lovely  example  of  this  scarce  date. 

Yellow  gold  with  russet  overtones. 

1230  1914  About  Uncirculated,  deep  yellow  gold.  Light  iridescent  toning.  Scarce. 

1231  1914'D’  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Splendid  toning. 

1232  1914'S’  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Pale  iridescent  toning  on  the  reverse. 

1233  1915  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Some  light  bagmarks  but  quite  nice. 

1234  1915'S’  About  Uncirculated,  frosty  mint  bloom. 

1235  1916'S’  Extremely  Fine,  even  wear,  no  defects. 

1236  1920  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Sharply  struck. 
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EXTREMELY  RARE  1920'S’  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


Lot  No.  1237 


1237  1920'S’  About  Uncirculated.  A lustrous  example,  struck  in  deep 

yellow  gold,  with  coppery  overtones.  Some  microscopic  hairline 
scratches,  probably  from  a light  cleaning  years  ago.  One  of  the 
rarest  dates  of  the  entire  series.  No  hoards  were  ever  discovered 
and  for  decades  it  has  been  considered  easily  as  rare  as  the 
1930'S’  double  eagles.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


1238  1922  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  light  iridescent  toning. 

SUPERB  1922'S’  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


Lot  No.  1239 

1239  1922'S’  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  and  were  it  not  for  some  light 

bagmarks  on  the  reverse  we  would  not  hesitate  calling  this  a gem. 
Splendid  pale  orange  overtones.  Very  scarce  and  virtually  a twin  to  the 
Wayman  specimen  we  sold  in  our  September  1981  Sale. 

1240  1923  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  light  coppery  toning. 

1241  1923'D’  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  pale  russet  toning. 

1242  1924  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Lovely  golden-coppery  toning. 
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SCARCE  1924'D’  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


No. 


1243  1924’D’  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Frosty  with  light  coppery  toning.  The 

figure  not  fully  struck-up  but  really  fairly  sharp.  The  eagle  sharply 
struck. 


RARE  1924'S’  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


1244  1924'S’  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A choice  example,  deep  yellow  with  pale 

orange  overtones.  Some  light  bagmarks  but  really  far  above  average. 
Sharply  struck  and  a twin  to  the  Wayman  specimen. 


1245  1925  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  lustrous. 

RARE  1925'D’  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


No. 


1246  1925'D’  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  some  faint  bagmarks.  A lovely 

example,  nicely  struck,  with  pale  coppery  toning.  A rare  date. 
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Lot  No.  1250 


1250  1926'S’  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  deep  yellow  gold  with  a coppery  tint. 

Sharply  struck,  with  but  a minimum  of  bagmarks.  Rare. 


1251  1927  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  satiny  surface.  Really  quite  nice. 


Lot  No.  1247 

1247  1925'S’  The  scarcer  variety  without  the  "inner  ring”  about  the  periphery. 

Extremely  Fine,  light  even  wear.  Very  scarce. 


1248  1926  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  satiny  surface. 


VERY  RARE  1926’D’  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


Lot  No.  1249 

1249  1926'D’  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A fully  lustrous  example  with  the  typical 

coppery  sea-green  toning.  A few  light  bag  abrasions.  An  attractive  coin 
and  certainly  very  rare. 


RARE  1926'S’  DOUBLE  EAGLE 
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EXCESSIVELY  RARE  1927'D’  $20.00  GOLD 


THE  EXCESSIVELY  RARE 
1927'D’  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


1252  1927'D’  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  frosty  lustre.  Light  bagmarks  con- 

sistent with  a coin  of  this  size,  with  a few  slightly  more  noticeable 
on  the  eagle.  Sharply  struck,  light  coppery  toning.  Overall  an 
exceptionally  attractive  coin. 

The  rarity  of  this  coin  is  legendary  as  virtually  every  note- 
worthy collection  lacked  it.  In  recent  years,  there  have  been  at 
least  three  occasions  where  we  have  sold  sets  at  auction,  com- 
plete but  for  the  1927'D’.  Consider  the  fact  that  in  the  past  half 
century  there  have  been  only  five  records  of  sale  at  public  auc- 
tion. They  are  as  follows: 

1944  - J.  F.  Bell  Collection.  (Stack’s) 

1946  - World’s  Greatest  Collection.  (Numismatic  Gallery) 

1957  - J.  W.  Schmandt  Sale.  Actually  a consignment  from  an 
eastern  university.  (Stack’s) 

1969  - October  1969  Sale.  (Lester  Merkin) 

1973  - Gilhousen  Sale.  The  1969  Merkin  coin.  (Superior) 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  this  completes  the  auction  sale 
roster  of  the  1927'D’  double  eagle.  There  is  also  a strong  possibil- 
ity that  when  we  sold  the  J.  F.  Bell  Collection  in  1944  it  was  the 
first  time  the  coin  ever  appeared  at  public  auction. 

At  private  treaty  we  sold  two  other  specimens;  one  to  Louis 
Eliasberg,  Sr.,  the  other  to  Josiah  K.  Lilly.  The  Lilly  coin  (for- 
merly from  the  Robert  Schermerhorn  Collection)  is  presently  in 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Now  we  come  to  the  most  important  fact  of  all.  Of  the  6-8 
specimens  known  (three  are  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution),  a 
few  of  these  display  a "hallmark”  of  genuineness.  There  is  a thin 
vertical  die  crack  4.4mm  long  through  the  tip  of  the  eagle’s  beak, 
and  another  .7mm  vertically  from  the  top  of  the  eagle’s  head  at 
the  juncture  of  a ray  into  the  field  above.  These  die  breaks  can 
be  found  on  one  of  the  specimens  transferred  to  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  by  the  Treasury  Department  from  the 
Denver  Mint  in  1927. 

There  is  simply  no  question  that  this  specimen  is  absolutely 
genuine!  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 
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VERY  RARE  1927'S’  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


1253  1927'S’  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Full  blazing  lustre  with  light  iridescent 

toning.  By  far,  a better  than  average  strike,  with  some  light  scattered 
bagmarks.  A simply  first-rate  example  of  this  very  rare  date. 

1254  1928  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  full  lustre. 

VERY  RARE  1929  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


1255 


No. 


1929  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A myriad  of  tiny  bagmarks.  Full  frosty  mint 
bloom  and  a very  sharp  strike.  Very  rare.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


EXTREMELY  RARE  1930'S’  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


Lot  No.  1256 

1256  1930'S’  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A very  beautiful  specimen 

in  deep  yellow  gold  with  a delicate  coppery  tint.  The  Rarest  San 
Francisco  Mint  Double  Eagle.  Only  one  specimen  was  sold  in 
1980  and  one  (our  Wayman  coin)  in  September  of  this  year 
nationwide.  This  will  give  the  collector  an  idea  of  its  rarity.  (SEE 
COLOR  PLATE) 
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EXTREMELY  RARE  1931  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


1257  1931  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Full  blazing  mint  frost  with  a 

satiny  surface.  A few  bagmarks  on  the  reverse  rim  from  the  gem 
category.  Virtually  a twin  to  the  Wayman  specimen  sold  in 
September.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


EXTREMELY  RARE  1931'D’  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


1258  1931'D’  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A frosty  example,  deep 

yellow  with  light  orange  toning  and  a hint  of  sea-green  irides- 
cence. Just  a few  tiny  bagmarks  from  the  gem  category.  Better 
than  the  Wayman  example  and  better  than  the  few  specimens 
sold  in  the  last  five  years.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


EXTREMELY  RARE  1932  DOUBLE  EAGLE 


1259  1932  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Exquisite  satiny  surfaces,  vir- 

tually free  from  even  a single  bagmark.  A twin  to  the  splendid 
Wayman  coin  if  not  just  a trifle  better.  It  is  amazing  that  a coin  of 
this  size  and  rarity  could  be  found  in  this  superb  state  of  preser- 
vation. (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 
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U.  S.  PROOF  COINS 

1895  GOLD  & SILVER  PROOF  COINS 


1260  $20.00.  1895  Brilliant  Proof.  51  specimens  struck.  A choice  example  even 

with  a tiny  mark  on  the  horizontal  stripes  of  the  shield.  Splendid  deep 
yellow  gold.  The  only  records  of  sale  in  the  past  decade  are  as  follows: 
S.  S.  Forrest  Sale  (Stack’s,  September  1972),  and  John  Work  Garrett  Sale 
(Stack’s,  March  1976).  This  is  only  its  third  appearance!  A really  rare 
coin  which  should  command  considerable  bidding. 


Lot  No.  1261 

1261  $10.00.  1895  Brilliant  Proof.  56  specimens  struck.  Numerous  faint  hairlines 

mostly  "hidden”;  however,  the  same  deep  yellow  gold  as  the  previous 
double  eagle. 


Lot  No.  1262 

1262  $5.00.  1895  Brilliant  Proof.  81  specimens  struck.  A choice  coin  although  it 

has  a lintmark  above  the  first  star.  This  is  only  its  third  appearance,  just 
like  the  double  eagle  (same  sales). 


Lot  No.  1263 

1263  $2.50.  1895  Brilliant  Uncirculated  and  wholly  prooflike.  6,000  specimens 

struck.  The  coin  is  virtually  in  the  gem  category,  deep  yellow  gold  and  a 
needle-sharp  strike.  It  is  easy  to  see  why  the  consignor  erred  in  thinking 
this  a proof.  Very  scarce. 


— 36  — 


1895  PROOF  SILVER  COINS 


Lot  No.  1268  Lot  No.  1269 

1268  5c.  1895  Brilliant  Proof.  2,062  specimens  struck.  A choice  coin  with  light 

golden-russet  toning. 

1269  Ic.  1895  Brilliant  Proof.  2,062  specimens  struck.  A choice  coin  with  subdued 

mint  color. 


1264 


No. 

$1.00  Silver.  1895  Brilliant  Proof.  880  specimens  struck.  Light  hairlines, 
deep  steel  toning,  evenly  balanced.  The  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan 
Dollar  and  the  "key”  of  the  entire  set. 


No. 


1265  50c.  1895  Brilliant  Proof.  880  specimens  struck.  A splendid  coin  with  origi- 

nal toning.  Marred  only  by  some  light  fingermark  tarnish  on  the  obverse. 


No. 


1266  25c.  1895  Brilliant  Proof.  880  specimens  struck.  Golden  and  iridescent  with 

but  a few  light  hairlines. 


1267  10c.  1895  Brilliant  Proof.  880  specimens  struck.  A few  faint  hai 

Attractive  light  iridescent  toning.  Scarce. 
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1903  GOLD  & SILVER  PROOF  COINS 


1270  $20.00.  1903  Brilliant  Proof.  158  specimens  struck.  One  of  the  "All  Brilliant” 

Proofs  struck  from  1902-1907  (although  the  1906  and  1907  lean  more 
towards  the  pre-1902  two-tone  finish).  A tiny  rub  on  the  cheek  and  a 
small  reverse  rim  dinge  above  "ER”  of  AMERICA.  Overall  a very  hand- 
some coin,  deep  yellow  with  slightly  cloudy  toning. 


No.  1271 


1271  $10.00.  1903  Brilliant  Proof.  96  specimens  struck.  A choice  example  with  but 

very  few  faint  hairlines.  Exquisite  deep  and  pale  yellow  gold  toning.  The 
rarest  coin  of  the  group  and  one  of  the  rarest  late  date  proof  gold  coins. 


Lot  No.  1272 


1272  $5.00.  1903  Brilliant  Proof.  154  specimens  struck.  A lovely  coin,  light 

coppery  toning,  with  a tiny  planchet  flake  below  the  eagle.  This  very 
nearly  has  a two-tone  effect. 


1273  $2.50.  1903  Brilliant  Proof.  197  specimens  struck.  Light  friction  in  the  field 

but  really  quite  an  attractive  coin. 
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1903  PROOF  SILVER  COINS 


Lot  No.  1274 

1274  $1.00  Silver.  1903  Brilliant  Proof.  755  specimens  struck.  A choice  example 

but  for  a very  faint  slide  mark  on  the  cheek.  Faint  russet  toning. 


1275 


50c.  1903  Brilliant  Proof.  755  specimens  struck.  A choice  example  with  light 
cloudy  toning  on  the  reverse. 


Lot  No.  1276 


Lot  No.  1277 


1276  25c.  1903  Brilliant  Proof.  755  specimens  struck.  A lovely  example,  two-tone 

in  appearance.  A few  light  cloudy  spots  on  the  obverse. 


1277  10c.  1903  Brilliant  Proof.  755  specimens  struck.  A few  faint  obverse  hair- 

lines but  really  very  nice. 


Lot  No.  1278  Lot  No.  1279 


1278  5c.  1903  Brilliant  Proof.  1,790  specimens  struck.  Pale  russet  toning. 


1279  Ic.  1903  Brilliant  Proof.  1,790  specimens  struck.  A choice  coin  but  for  a light 
slide  mark  on  the  cheek. 
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1904  GOLD  & SILVER  PROOF  COINS 


1280  $20.00.  1904  Brilliant  Proof.  98  specimens  struck.  A few  light  hairlines  but  a 

sharply  struck  beauty  with  deep  cloudy  yellow  toning.  Only  about  a half 
dozen  records  of  sale  in  a decade. 


No. 


1281  $10.00.  1904  Brilliant  Proof.  108  specimens  struck.  A lovely  example  of  this 

very  scarce  date.  Deep  yellow  gold  with  delicate  toning. 


1282  $5.00.  1904  Brilliant  Proof.  136  specimens  struck.  The  surfaces  with  light 

rubbing.  Only  few  records  of  sale. 


Lot  No.  1283 

1283  $2.50.  1904  Brilliant  Proof.  1 70  specimens  struck.  The  surfaces  are  impaired 

by  light  marks  and  rubbing. 
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1904  PROOF  SILVER  COINS 


No. 


1284  $1.00  Silver.  1904  Brilliant  Proof.  650  specimens  struck.  Light  slide  marks 

on  the  cheek.  Peripheral  iridescent  toning. 


1285 


Lot  No. 

50c.  1904  Brilliant  Proof.  670  specimens  struck.  Cleaned  many  years  ago, 
now  beautifully  toned  golden  and  iridescent. 


1286 


25c.  1904  Brilliant  Proof.  670  specimens  struck.  Polished,  showing  hairlines 
in  the  field. 


1287  10c.  1904  Brilliant  Proof.  670  specimens  struck.  A choice  coin  with  russet 

toning. 


1288 


1288  Lot  No.  1289 

5c.  1904  Brilliant  Proof.  1,81 7 specimens  struck.  Deep  golden  and  iridescent. 


1289  Ic.  1904  Brilliant  Proof.  1,81 7 specimens  struck.  A choice  example  with  mint 
color  and  delicate  iridescence. 
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PIONEER  $50.00,  U.  S.  $2.50,  $5.00  GOLD 


A SPLENDID  1852  U.  S.  ASSAY  $50.00  GOLD  "SLUG” 


1290  $50.00.  1852  Octagonal.  887  Thous.  Obverse:  Eagle  with  shield 

and  ribbon  inscribed  LIBERTY;  887  THOUS  on  scroll  above,  ends 
of  scroll  turned  in;  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  FIFTY 
DOLS.  around,  all  within  a beaded  circle,  around  which  in  small- 
er letters  UNITED  STATES  ASSAY  OFFICE  OF  GOLD  SAN 
FRANCISCO  CALIFORNIA;  date  at  bottom.  Reverse:  Engine 
turned  design  with  target  in  center.  Reeded  edge.  An  Extremely 
Fine  specimen  with  mint  lustre  in  the  devices.  Small  circulation 
marks  consistent  with  a coin  of  this  size.  The  periphery  slightly 
weaker  than  the  inner  portion.  A lovely  coin,  free  from  edge  dents 
and  other  defects.  A most  impressive  example  of  the  most  famous 
coin  of  the  "Golden  West.”  Mounted  in  a suitably  inscribed  Incite 
holder.  (SEE  COLOR  PLATE) 


MISCELLANEOUS  U.  S.  GOLD  COINS 


1291  $2.50.  1839'D’  Extremely  Fine  but  numerous  small  nicks  before  the  face. 

Scarce. 


1292  $5.00.  1839'D’  A strong  Very  Fine,  lustrous  in  the  devices.  A one-year-only 

type  and  really  very  scarce. 
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A COLLECTION  OF 
ALL  MINTS  OF  DOUBLE  EAGLES 


1293  $20.00.  1907  Liberty.  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  A choice  example  with  a 

minimum  of  bagmarks. 


1294  — 1857'0’  Extremely  Fine.  Sharply  struck  in  greenish-yellow  gold.  A 

lovely  example  of  this  scarce  date. 

1295  — 1907'D’  About  Uncirculated,  lustrous. 

1296  — 1883'CC’  About  Uncirculated,  full  frosty  mint  bloom.  The  reverse  shows 

no  wear.  Scarce. 

1297  — 1898'S’  About  Uncirculated  and  choice. 


END  OF  SALE  — THANK  YOU 
LIST  OF  PRICES  REALIZED  — $7.50 
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OUR  RETAIL  DEPARTMENT 

OUR  AUCTION  DEPARTMENT 
OUR  ENTIRE  STAFF 

EXTENDS  TO  YOU 

^easion’s!  (^reetmgsi 

AND  BEST  WISHES  FOR  THE 
COMING  NEW  YEAR 


